A spacer that facilitates construction of implant-supported prostheses frameworks.
This article describes a technique that uses polyvinlysiloxane (PVS) putty impression material to create adequate space between the tissue and inferior margin of a framework in pattern construction for implant supported hybrid dentures. This spacer is easily retrieved from the cast, so the dental technician can evaluate and adjust the spacer to a standardized thickness and shape it to form the framework's underside. Basic framework construction for implant hybrid dentures is also reviewed, including specific dimensions, acrylic retentive features and passive construction. PVS putty impression material is easy to obtain, maintains dimensions well and is easy to shape, making it an excellent choice for use as a spacer and a matrix to preserve the position of denture teeth during fabrication.